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 A message from your Editor, 

This is your magazine. What would you like to see in it? Do let me know at 

<gerrywright@xtra.co.nz>   

      

PRESIDENTS CORNER 

 

    All doors open to courtesy 

 

Greetings All...and I trust this finds you keeping well, or perhaps I should say SAFE and well 

after the incredible crazy weather we have had lately.    Sadly, one of our Committee was 

flooded out and so was unable to attend the reunion as planned, and it will be months before 

things are back to normal for him. 

 

REUNION 2017. Having just returned from this, which was as always, a really enjoyable 

happy event, although slightly down on the numbers we usually get, there were several 

members there who  have been unable to attend previously,  This was pleasing for us as it 

made choosing that venue worthwhile and achieved the object of meeting our members 

resident in that area. 

The AGM was held and your Officers and Committee re-elected,  which says that you are 

satisfied with what we are doing...or at least that is what we hope.... 

I said at the AGM that several of our members had sent in apologies, and quite a few of them 

had said that they could not afford the cost of travel and accommodation every year, plus 

there were a multitude of reunions being organised by all sorts of “associations”.      

Therefore will you please, over the next few months, give some serious consideration as to 

how often our Association should hold Reunions...each year as now, or every two years, or 

even every three years. Think about it. 

The Reunion for 2018 is already planned for 13-15 April in the Commerce Club, Auckland. 

 

FINANCE. The healthy state of these continues, prudently managed by our Treasurer. 

 

MEMBERSHIP. Again, sadly, I have to tell you that we have lost some members, 3 in the last 

few weeks, but hopefully we may have got a couple of new ones from the reunion. 

 

OTAGO P148...We were honoured to have 4 members of the Ship’s Company, led by the XO 

as our guests at the reunion, and what a pleasure it was .  Such a great credit to the Service. 

An excellent talk and visual  presentation was given on Otago’s recent operations. Real eye 

opener. Hopefully they enjoyed meeting us as much as we did them. 

The Association greatly appreciates the close affinity we have with our “little sister”. 

 



CLAYMORE.  Come on then...where are the dits and photos from the reunion, “let’s be ‘avin 

yer”. 

 

Take care out there, and look after yourselves. 

 

Every kind wish 

 

Jim Blackburn. BEM. 

President 

                              A narrow mind has a broad tongue. 

 

OTAGO’s QUARTERLY REPORT 

HMNZS OTAGO hit the ground running this year, and it wasn’t long after returning from 

summer break that she started up her engines, ready for her first Operation of 2017. On 

Tuesday 31
st
 January, Otago sailed south; her destination, the Sub-Antarctic islands. A quick 

pit stop in Dunedin to uplift Met Service NZ and Department of Conservation personnel and 

stores, allowed ships company a weekend to relax before spending 2 weeks at anchor in 

Perseverance Harbour, Campbell Island for Operation Endurance 01-17. 

After a two day transit through less than favourable sea states, the first sighting of land was a 

sight for sore eyes (and seasick stomachs!). Throughout the next two weeks, Ships Company 

worked alongside DoC and Met Service in various ways around the island, from transporting 

an almost full shipping container of timber around the island for boardwalk upgrades, to 

repainting navigational marks, and destroying old huts that were no longer needed. What was 

thought to be “about 1km up the boardwalk”, turned out to be closer to 4km, and one hell of a 

PT session for members of Ships Company including the CO, who completed many trips, 

carrying timber up the never ending boardwalk to the other side of the island. During the 

weeks at anchor, Ships Company were also fortunate enough to have opportunities to explore 

further around the islands and see some of the wildlife the island was home to however it 

didn’t take long for everyone to realise just how frightening sea lions can be after a few too 

close for comfort encounters.  

Due to the hard work and effort put in by ships company, all tasks required on the island were 

completed ahead of time, meaning Otago could an enjoy an extended stay in Bluff, giving 

them a chance to unwind before phase 2 of Operation Endurance began. 

A foggy evening in Bluff saw the ship alongside for longer than anticipated as the ships VIP 

guest, Minister of Conservation Maggie Barry’s flight was unable to land due to the heavy 

fog, and so Otago was fortunate to get another extension to her stay in Bluff, allowing plenty 

of time to secure for the rough seas expected on the transit back south. Once the Minister of 

Conservation embarked, Otago sailed south for one last stop to the Auckland Islands. The 

following morning Otago arrived at Enderby Island, and  transferred Maggie Barry and 

Media personnel ashore to explore and visit the new Sea Lion pups on the beautiful Island. 

Due to the delay in Bluff, Otago was unable to spend as long as hoped in the Auckland 

Islands, and the ship weighed anchor later that evening once all personnel were back on board 

and headed north towards home. 

Over the period of March-April, Otago will be in maintenance alongside working long hours 

to get the ship ready for her Safety and Readiness Check in late April. Once the SARC is 



complete the ship will conduct pre-deployment preparations prior to departing for another 

South Pacific Deployment in June. Longer term we are looking forward to a Work-up in 

preparation for another trip down to the ice towards the end of the year.  

The members of Ships Company who were fortunate to be invited to participate in the 

reunion weekend would like to thank you for your warm hospitality. Everyone thoroughly 

enjoyed their time and getting to know you and your stories. It was a pleasure to get to know 

you on a more personal level. In addition the gift of the Ships Plaque was very well received 

and we will update you all once we have found a suitable location on the ship to display such 

a significant item.  

Kind Regards, 

HMNZS OTAGO 

 

HISTORIC MEETING - 4
th

 JULY 1960 

Scene – the brand new HMNZS Otago under the command of the late Commander Max 

McDowell, RNZN, was finding her feet with acceptance trials in the English Channel.  

 
The HMS Gambia hove into sight on the way home from her final world voyage under the 

command of Rear Admiral James Munn, RN.  

 
The following signals were exchanged: 

From Otago: 

Respectful greetings to an HMNZ Old Girl from HMNZ New Girl. 

From Gambia: 



Thank you for your 040758Z 

It is so sad that she is coming to the end of her time. Hope we shall meet soon. 

 

NAVY CLUB LUNCH 

The Navy Club now meets for lunch on the Second Friday of the month at the Remuera 

Club, ex-Commerce Club. Lunch costs $15.00 for members with the first drink free. The last 

meeting of about 40 members was a great get together of ‘old salt’ to reminisce and support 

each other. 

 

WHAT IS THIS? 

Can you identify this yellow object? 

 

 
And where is it? 

 

CALLING ALL GREENIES W.E. REUNION 

Tauranga 16
th

 to 19
th

 June. 

Contact Maurice Mitchell at 021-945 516 or 09 520 2506 

 

POST WAR CRUISERS 

I am compiling the history and personal stories of HMNZ Ships Black Prince, Bellona and 

Royalist. I’d like to receive a copy of your time in any of those ships. Five hundred ship 

mates and 50,000 cockroaches must have many stories from you old salts. Gerry. 

gerrywright@xtra.co.nz; 8 Rowan Road, Epsom, Auckland 1023. 
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