#104 Summer 2020

Everything has beauty, but not everyone sees it.
President’s Corner
Greetings to you all. And hopefully this finds you well and coping with this crazy weather.
It is pointless dripping about it – there is nothing you can do except sort of lay back and enjoy it or suffer it
….. Sorry about that, Chief.
REUNION 2020
It is now only a few months away and it is time for you to make a commitment and fill in your Rego
Form and send it off (with the money). A tremendous amount of work has been done by the Reunion
Committee who have arranged a very comprehensive programme of events.
This is the 60th Anniversary of the commissioning of Otago and there will be a few of the original
commissioning Ship’s Company attending. Do not miss out on this Reunion and then regret it … Come and
join us. …. Register NOW !!!! The Rego Form is attached.
A discount has been arranged with the Armitage Hotel (Ph 07 578 9119) but they will only hold and
guarantee rooms for the Otago Assn until the end of April … after that you can still book and get the discount,
but there might not be any rooms available … it is a holiday weekend. Ask for the “OTAGO 2020” discount
when booking. Do your Rego and Hotel booking NOW and don’t miss out.
FINANCE
The Association is in a very strong financial position and continues to function within its income
despite the low return on investments. Expenditure is kept to a minimum.
MEMBERSHIP
This remains about the same. We have gained a few new members, but sadly have lost a few to the
grim reaper. Of special mention is that of John Spain, a Petty Officer Cook (Officers). Our sincere condolences
go to his wife Margaret …. They were at every reunion.
OTAGO P148
She is at present undergoing maintenance, but it is hoped that, as always, “subject to the exigencies of
the Service” we will have their usual support and participation at our reunion.
Take care of each other, and I look forward to seeing you in Tauranga.
Every kind wish.
Today is a gift. That’s why we call it the present
Jim Blackburn BEM. Ld’H.

OTAGO F148 Report
Otago is in refit and her crew is on annual leave at present. It is expected the some of the crew will at the
reunion or Commodore Millar will have to explain why.
Otago F111 History
The Otago story manuscript is progressing well. Because of its size it will be published in three volumes;
1960 to April, 1970, May 1970, to December, 1976, and January, 1977, to August 1987. Books will be sold
individually or as a set. Sadly, five years of the Commanding Officers’ monthly reports, on which the story is
based, are missing so it has been a major task to search the Deck Logs and various Navy files to gather her
actual movements and actions. The manuscript is now on third of the way through being made readable and
proof read. I can still accept personal stories. To add your story, or photograph, please identify when and
where it took place. CO’s name or a port to help identify where you story fits in the manuscript. Send your
stories to gerrywright@xtra.co.nz or by post to Gerry Wright, 8 Rowan Road, Epsom, Auckland, 1023.
Reunion 2020
June 2020 will be the 60th anniversary of Otago first Commissioning. The reunion will be held at
Tauranga on Queen’s Birthday weekend. Reunion Registration forms are attached. Otago’s books will be
available there at a reduced price for those attending the reunion. When you make your hotel booking do say
that you are attending the Otago 2020 Reunion for the best deals.
Programme
Friday 29 May
Registration
Issue Bag + Beanie
HMNZS Otago invites
AGM
Presentation by CO Otago
Singalong
Saturday 30 May
Scavenger Hunt
Mount Manganui RSA lunch available
Scavenger Hunt prizes
Painting + two photographs for raffle
Dinner – Guest speaker Commodore Tony Millar
Sunday 31 May
Church
Bus to Waihi Beach
Waihi Beach RSA
Quiz
Quiz prizes
Singalong
Veterans Affairs
Banjo Paterson will be available to advise members about disabilities and independent living.

